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Kannamangai Andan who was watching all this was able to see
a great truth and philosophy even in this minor incident He
felt that just because one's dog got hurt, the men lost control
over themselves and in order to protect their charges were even
willing to punish and fight with the other person* If this was the
reaction of a human being for the sake of his animal which he fed
and brought up, he wondered as to how much more of affection
and sense of protection and responsibility the great Lord will
have towards all of us, who are all His creations. He realised
that God will surely watch us, guide us and be with us while
we are travelling through this samsara sagaram. This gnanam
attained by Kannamangai Andan at this place made him give
up his normal life. From that day, the jnani never bothered
about his food, he went to the temple, took his position near the
second gopura vasal. He thought he was a faithful dog of the
Perumal and started rendering faithful service to the Lord. He
just ate whatever the devotees who came to the temple offered
him. He used to engage himself even in minor pieces of work
like removing the grass that grew wildly in the prakaram. One
day one of the pilgrims who saw this great man doing this
menial job, rather sarcastically asked him whether the path
to parama padam is assured only by removing the grass in the
prakara, Thirukannamangai Andan just ignored the sarcastic
question, but put on a beatific smile and asked the questioner
whether the place which was cleared of the grass did not look
more pleasing to the eye and beautiful than the place which had
not yet been cleaned. He said that the place which was cleaned
was beautiful to look at and thus was a source of joy to many,
whereas the other looked unkempt and repelling. He said that
any activity which brought a smile to another person's face was
good enough to assure an entry to parama padam. Thus, he
said that an activity which brought paramanandam to another
would definitely help in ensuring a place in parama-padam.
One day as the Nithyanushtana goshti was rendering
prayers in the temple, suddenly the devotees saw the figure
of a speeding dog rushing towards the garbagriham. They were
agitated.They chased that form. But Lo and behold they saw
that as the shape of the dog reached the garbagriha it became
a flame, a jyoti and merged with the Perumal. This jyoti was